
62
nd

 Annual DPI/NGO Conference – Plenary Roundtable IV 

 

New Challenges and Perspectives for Global Development and Security for the 21
st
 Century 

 

11 September 2009 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

Hiro Sakurai 

Representative to the United Nations 

Soka Gakkai International 

 

 

Good morning, friends and colleagues. My name is Hiro Sakurai. I am UN representative of the 

Soka Gakkai International, SGI.  

 

This morning, I have an enormous task to fulfill, and that is that I have been asked to join this 

session replacing Dr. Inoguchi, who unfortunately is unable to be with us today.  

  

I certainly will not be able to offer the same level of insight and wisdom that she could, so I will 

not attempt to do so. Rather, I will try my best to share with you some of the things I have 

learned through my participation in SGI’s peace activities that I think are relevant to our 

discussion today 

 

Let me first briefly share with you who we are and what we do. SGI is an international lay 

Buddhist organization and NGO to the United Nations. Started in Japan, we now have national 

organizations in 82 countries. SGI has been working on nuclear disarmament, first in Japan in 

1970’s and has spread its activities to other parts of the world including both the developed and 

developing world. So, in this session, I would like to share with you what I have learned through 

our activities for nuclear abolition, particularly through our adoption of a human security 

approach to disarmament education. 

 

Before I start, I can’t help but note that today we are marking the 8
th

 anniversary of 9/11. So 

many people lost lives that day, others lost precious friends and loved ones. A colleague of mine 

was on the airplane that crashed into the World Trade Center. I was in downtown Manhattan that 

morning and witnessed the collapse of the towers.  

 

I have never experienced anything that had such impact on my life, nor witnessed such impact on 

society. The city was in deep sorrow, and I started noticing or feeling the growing attention 

people seemed to be paying to each other. It might have mostly come from the sense of fear but, 

for instance, New Yorkers, known for aggressiveness and not giving way, seemed to be more 

caring and considerate of each other on the street.  

 

For myself, I feel that, since 9/11, whenever I hear about problems in different parts of the world, 

my heart goes out much more directly and intimately to the people experiencing sufferings. This 

is a small personal change realized out of a great tragedy and I feel I have to maintain this spirit 

and develop it further. 



 

Actually, the daughter of the colleague who lost his life of 9/11 is now working with me in our 

New York office. She is translating her extraordinary experience into an ever deeper 

commitment to peace. She has supported Hibakusha—atomic bomb survivors—and their 

activities, sharing her passion with friends and getting them involved in our nuclear disarmament 

activities. 

 

One goal of this session is to ―explore the need for a multidimensional approach to security 

which takes account of social perspectives.‖ 

 

9/11 certainly prompted me to think and rethink the meaning of security. What makes us feel 

secure or insecure? That’s exactly the question that the Commission on Human Security 

addressed to people around the world and to which they received many different responses: food, 

water, HIV/AIDS, violence, natural disasters, etc. 

 

Human security places people in the center of political processes and challenges. It also 

identifies protection and empowerment as two key elements. What I find inspiring and important 

about the idea of human security is that, ultimately, it stresses the need to develop people’s 

innate strengths and abilities, empowering them to find their own happiness as they contribute to 

society. I believe that enhancing people's ability to act on their own behalf--and on behalf of 

others--is the key to human security.   

 

Whether it is about sustainable development, conflict resolution or disarmament, UN System 

produces many insightful reports on various global issues. Much of what needs to be done to 

move the world in better direction has already been mapped out. For us, as an NGO engaged in 

public outreach and education, the key question is how to generate sustained popular engagement 

with these issues.  

 

Here, nuclear abolition presents a special challenge. It is easy for people to ignore the threat 

posed by nuclear weapons—it doesn’t drive up the price of food or gas (at least not in a way 

people can see), it doesn’t seem to have any impact on daily life. Even in the case of climate 

change, a huge issue that involves incredibly complex and sophisticated science, people can see 

the effects in their daily lives. The weather isn’t the way it used to be. It’s warmer, or wetter, or 

drier…  

 

But with nuclear weapons, the decisions are all made by people in distant places who we can’t 

influence. Or so it seems. It is easy for a sense of fatalistic resignation to set in. If we are going to 

get to a world free of nuclear weapons, this is the first thing we have to challenge and change.  

 

I have found that this is true within our own community. When we launched our Decade for 

Nuclear Abolition in 2007, I started talking to friends and colleagues about the issues, I found 

that, even within our SGI organization, which has been visibly engaged with the issue for 

decades, many of our members found it difficult to feel motivated to work on nuclear issues. 

They are passionate and engaged in non-violence and environmental activities which they can 

feel and see directly in their daily lives. In contrast, as an issue, nuclear weapons feels too distant 

and abstract. 



 

We integrated the human security perspective into the way we present the nuclear weapons issue 

as we developed the Transforming the Human Spirit exhibition. The exhibition presents the 

choices humanity faces in terms of simple visual images. Children playing by a riverbank, or 

children holding automatic weapons. Studying in school, or picking through a garbage dump. 

Nuclear devastation, or human development. Watching and reading viewers’ reactions, I am 

confident that this approach has helped people feel the linkages between their daily life concerns 

and the macro challenge of nuclear abolition.  

 

Among a number of supportive and positive reactions on the exhibit that we have received, the 

involvement of young people is most encouraging. SGI’s student groups have been actively 

engaged in bringing the exhibition to their campuses. They have shown it at more than 20 

universities and colleges in the US alone, and I haven’t counted the venues in other parts of the 

world. They often organize discussions to go with the exhibition. Thus the impact for these 

exhibit showings has not been limited viewers but also on those on the organizing side. 

 

Just to give you an example, I know a young man, a 25-year-old graduate student who helped 

coordinate of the exhibit showing at New York University last year. During the exhibit showing, 

he engaged in dialogue with a number of the viewers as well as those students who were passing 

by. He was stunned by the number of people whose reactions was that nuclear weapons are a 

―necessary evil.‖ The shock was deeply engraved in his consciousness. He was able to transform 

the shock into a personal resolve to work harder than ever to build peace deep in people’s hearts. 

He carries this spirit even today. 

 

To conclude my remarks, I would like to go back to the key element of human security, which is 

our ability to act not only on own behalf, but on behalf of others. If we are to experience genuine 

security, we need to speak for the voiceless and act for the powerless. We need to weave concern 

and action for others into the fabric of daily life.  

 

A few days ago, President of our organization, Daisaku Ikeda, issued a new proposal toward the 

abolition of nuclear weapons. In it, he writes:  

 

Raising one’s voice or taking action is something we all can do. All that is required are the 

natural feelings shared by people everywhere: the desire to live in peace, the wish to protect 

those we love, the determination to spare the world’s children needless suffering. 
 

Just as dialogue brought my 25-year-old friend to deepen his personal resolve and action, we 

need to create waves of dialogue which can lead to action by world’s people toward the world 

without nuclear weapons, the world where we actively respect and protect our human security. 


